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Introduction 

Clinical image 

We ireport ithe icase iof ia i39-year-old iwoman iwith ia 

ihistory iof iintermittent iheadaches ifor ithree imonthsi, 

iwithout imorning ivomiting ior iany iother iassociated 

iclinical isign, iadmitted ifor ian iassessment iof irapidly 

iprogressive isensorineural ihearing iloss ion ithe iright iside. 

MRI iof ithe icerebrum iand iof ithe icerebellopontine 

iangles iwas iperformed, iwhich iobjectified iat ithe 

isupratentorial ilevel, ia ivoluminous itumoral iprocess iof 

ithe ipineal iregion, iroughly irounded, iwell ilimited, iin 

ihyposignal iT1 iisosignal iT2 iiwith ia ihomogeneous 

ienhancement i(figures i1 iand i2) ,   iit iis iassociated iwith 

imultiples meningiomas  supra and subtentorial (figure 1 , 2 , 

and 4) ,  on of this  meningiomas is locolized  on the iright 

icerebellopontine iangle with same characteristic  which iis 

iextended ito the iinternal iauditory icanal i(Figure i3) 

responsible of the hearing loss . 

The ipatient ihas ibenificed; iafter istereotactic ibiopsy 

ithat iconfirm ithei, from iradiotherapy iwith igood itumor 

iresponse 

Discussion 

Tumors iof ithe ipineal iregion iare irare iand irepresent 

i0.5 ito i1% iof iintracranial ineoplasms iin iadults (1) i(2) (3) 

Brain igerminoma iaccounts ifor i0.1 ito i3.4% iof 

iintracranial itumors, iand iis ithe imost icommon itumor iof 

ithe ipineal iregion i(constitutes iup ito i50% iof iall ipineal 

itumors). iThere iis ia iclear imale ipredominance iwith ia 

ihigh iincidence iin iAsia, iand imost ioften iaffects 

iadolescents iand iyoung iadults (4). 

The imain iclinical imanifestation iis iintracranial 

ihypertension idue ito iobstructive ihydrocephalus. iThe 

imode iof irevelation iby isensorineural ideafness iis iunusual. 

The idiagnosis iof icertainty iis ibased ion ihistological idata 

i(stereotactic ibiopsy) i(5), iin iorder ito idifferentiate 

igerminoma ifrom iother ipineal itumors, isince iit iis ia 

itumor ithat iresponds iremarkably ito iradio-chemo-therapy 

ior iradio-therapy ialone iand iis ipotentially icurative. iby 

isurgery. 

MRI iis ithe imain imeans iof iimaging iand imost ioften 

ishows ian iaspect iof ia iwell-defined ilesion iin ihypo ior 

iisosignal iT1, iiso ito ihypersignal iT2, iwith ia iclear 

ihomogeneous ienhancement. iThere imay ibe isome 

icalcifications ior iintralesional imicrocysts. 

The igerminoma ican idisseminate iinto ithe icerebral 

iparenchyma, iventricles ior ithe isubarachnoid ispaces. 

Conclusion  

Pineal igerminoma iis ia irare itumor, iit ioccurs imost 

ioften iin iadolescents iand iyoung iadults iwith ia imale 

ipredominance.The imain isymptom iis iintracranial 

ihypertension. iThe idiagnosis iof icertainty iis ibased ion 

ihistological idata i(stereotaxic ibiopsy), iin iorder ito 

idifferentiate iit ifrom iother ipineal itumors iand ithe 

iassessment iof iextension iis iensured iby iMRI. 
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ABSTRACT 

Cerebral germinoma represents 0.1 to 3.4% of intracranial tumors with a clear male 

predominance, it is developed more particularly in the pineal region. It most commonly 

affects adolescents and young adults. This type of tumor responds highly to radio-chemo-

therapy and is potentially curable after surgery.  
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Figures 1 and 2 . showing a large pineal rounded mass , with homogenous enhancement and masse effect to the occipital 

right horn of the ventricle , associated with multiples supra and sub tentorial extra axial masses , with dural implantation 

base and homogenous enhancement denoting meningiomas. 

 
Figures 3 and 4. Showing atypical meningioma of  the right cerebello-pontin angle extended to the internal auditory canal.  

 


